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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECX ONE CHECK ONE
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__FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PHEGENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KriOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Roseland Manor is aChateauesque, Queen Anne-style residence situated on a well-
landscaped estate overlooking Hampton Roads harbor. Erected in 1886~7, the brick
Structure is a three-story, asyumetrically planned house covered by multi-gable and hip
roofs and set on a brick foundation.

The west facade is laid in common bond and is dominated by two pavilions, both of
three stories. The central pavilion is divided into two sections; the first consists of
4 two-story bow fromt. 1In its first story isan slliptical-arch entrance flanked by
sidelights, The second story of three bays contains multi-paned-over-single-paned,
hung-sash windows flanked by sidelights. The second section consists of a Palladian-type
window containiuy stained and leaded glass., The pavilion is covered by a gable roof with
A low-relief carved stone medallion contained in the pedizent. Visual coherence is
achieved through the use of coursed cobblestone, providing a marked contrast to the brick,
The pavilion is complemented by a projecting three~story bay to the south. The bay
consists of multi-paned-over-single-paned, hung-sash windows covered by a gabled pediment.
A recessed three-story bay of hung-sash windows scparates the central pavilion from a
two-bay pavilion to the north. The first story of the northern pavilion contains paired
semi~circular arched windows with pronounced archivolt trim. The second story consists
of paired, multi-paned-over-single-paned, hung-sash windows. The third story is
similarly treated. A gable roof covers the pavilion.

The hip-ronfed south elevation contains a three-story, central pavilion housing what
was formerly the garden entrance. The first-story entrance consists of an arched,
transom-1lit double doorway flanked by multi-paned, hung-sash sidelights. The composition
achieves visual unity through paired pilasters and pronounced archivelt trim, The second
story consists of a central door flanked by 6/6 hung~sash windows, the whole flanked by
pilasters supporting an elliptical arch with pronounced archivolt trim, Molded brick
roscttes ornawent rhe spandrel. This arch has been filled in; it originally was a loggia
opening onto a second~floor gallery. The third story consists of a double window sur-
mounted by a semi-circular arched sunburst contained within a gable with low-reolief
sculpture. “ :

Paired hung-sash windows are contained on all three stories to the west of the
pavilion. To the cast of the pavilion, paired fanlight dourways provide access to the
first floor. The second floor comsists of two irregularly spaced doorways which formerly
opened to a second~floor balcony. The third-floor fenestration consists of a multi-
light casement window. A molded brick cornice runs the length of the elevation. A
three-story, circular turret projects from the southeast corner of the building-
Fenestration consists of paired, multi-paned-over-single-raned, hung-sash windows, It
should be noted that originally the elevation was dominated by an extensive balcony that
covered two stories, The conical roof on the tower has been removed, along with a semi-
exterior end wall chimney. A& circular, two-tiered detached porch of two stories stood
to the west of Llie seaside elevation,

The east elevation contains architectural elements similar to those found on the
west and south. The elevation is dominated by a three-story pavilion covered by a hip
roof. The pavilion's first story contains paired semi~circular arched transcm-lit
entries with multipaned glzss doors, A wooden stair, not original to the building, leads
to one opening. The third story contains a gabled dormer with paired multi-paned-over-
single~-paned, hung-sash windows. (See Continuation Sheet #1)
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Richmond, Virginia 23219

DESCRIPTION

The gable wall surface is covered with imbricated shingles. The pediment contains

a low—-carved relief medallion similar to that found on the north elevation,
Fenestration to the south of the pavilion consists of malti-paned-over-single-
paned, hung-sash windows., A gabled dormer is found on the third story., The surface
of rhe wall plane is broken at the southern cormer byan irregularly angled three-
story bay which abuts an exterior end chimney.

The north elevation continues to follow the idrregularity of the preceding
elevations. The wall surface is divided into three distinctly stepped planes. A
sense of wvisual cohesion is achieved through the symmetrical order of the fenestra-
tion. The windows on the first and second stories consist ol wmuelti-paned-—over-
single-paned thung sash., Third-story windows vary in size. The roof lirme is
broken by an original semi~interior end chimney and two gabled dormers. A two-bay
enclosed eptry porch with a gable roof is fournd on the first floor,

The interior plan of Roseland Manor hac been altered, but the original stair
hall has been preserved. The hall is dominated by an open-well Queen Anne stair,
which runs from the first floor to the attic. The oak stair has paneled newels,
furned balusters, and a finely molded handvrail. Paralleling he stair is oak-
paneled wainscot with paneled dado. The wainscot Tuns throughout the first-floor
hall to the second floor. The principal roams of the hnuse are located off the
stair hall and vary in size according to function. The architectural character of
the reooms was chapged in the 1920s, when the house was extensively remodeled. The
principal rooms now contain Neo-Ceorglan mantels with sinply wolded architrave
surrounds.

Roseland Mznor has always been noted for its grounds and gardens. The harbor
elovarion contains carefully landscaped box, which lead to the water. A more
formal box court is found to the east of the main house. The grounds surrounding
the house contain a variety of old and majestic trees.

{See Continuation Sheet #2)
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Arthur Crooks

Located overlooking Hampton Roads, Roseland Manor is a prominent exauwple of
Chateauesque Queen Anne-style architecture, Bullt by the Phoebus family in 1886-7 after
the designs of the architect Arthur Crooks, the house is a symbolic representation of
late 19th-century wealth and grandeur,

Harrison Phoebus, owner of the famed Hygeia Fotel at 0ld Point Comfort, purchased a
tract of 300 acresknown as the Segar Farm at Strawherry Banks on Hampton Reads in 1873,
Because of his extensive civic contributions to the area, Chesapeake City was renamed
Phoebus in his honor. Phceebus named his estate Roseland and began planning the present
structure early in the 1880s. Phoebus employed Arthur Crocks of New York as architect.

Of English birth, Crooks immigrated to America shortly before the Civil War. After
the war, he was a draftsman iu Richard Upjohn's New York office. Followlng the death
of Upjohn, Crooks established his own office and distinguished bimself as an
ecclesiastical and residential architect.

‘The local contract for the building of Roseland was awarded to C. T. Holtzclaw and
was in the amount of $25,000, It was reported that the original furnishings also cost
$25,000., Phoebus died uncxpectedly in 1886 and did not live to see the completion of his
house. HNis widow, Mrs. Annie Phoebus, finished the house and lived there until her death
in 1906. In 1919 Roseland was sold to Mr, & Mrs. Clarence Kenyon of New York. During
their ownership, the house was extensively renovated and remodeled, In 1956 the property
was sold to William Ferguson, Jr., the present owner.

At the tiue 1t was built, wealthy clieats like the Phoebuses were conmissioning

lavish summer homes at various points o the East Coast, the best~known assemblage being at

Newport, Rhode Island, These clients, through the showcase nature of their residences,

influenced the course of American domestic architecture to no small degree. The styles

chosen by the wealthy eventually filtered down to less affluent builders and became more
pervasive through ewmulation.

Because it was suffering the hardships of Reconstruction, Virginia saw few displays
of conspicuous consumption in domestic architecture in the 1870s and 1880s. Roseland
Manor thus is possibly a unique survival of what was a psriod of architectural ostentation

elsewhere in the nation.

MTP/RCC
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7. DEGCRIPTION

The boundary encompasses a ten-acrve tract extending from the front road to
the waterfront. It contains the garden, the grounds that immediately surround
the house, and a small mcdern structure used for storage and located southyest
of the house, The estate now houses the Strawberry Banks Motor Hotal situated
to the east of the manor house, just outside of the Register boundary.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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